Public Speaker Series

December 3, 2020

Alice (facilitator), Joe and John 
Virtual Meeting w/ about 10 high school students from IHS, DHS and one from New Roots Charter HS. (An additional 5 from IHS participated but live outside Town of Dryden. They came as part of IHS Key Club.)
JAK Observation:   To some degree I think the students were reluctant to repeat what others said. It was hard to learn which topics had broad support.   That was not a problem with in-person meetings where participants responded using post it notes.  That said, we got good participation from most of the students.
XXX’s indicate relative number of times an issue was mentioned.

What would make Dryden a good place to live, work, raise a family?

· Diverse work opportunities with opportunity for advancement.  XX
· Good schools.  XX

· A more diverse community (cultures, ethnicity): more welcoming XX
· Sense of community.  Community centers, youth centers.  XXX

· Information centers, both virtual and in person: info on medical services, financial resources

· More recreation facilities: parks, hiking paths, more/safer bike paths  XXX

· Good child care and activities for pre-schoolers.

What threats will Dryden face from now to 2045?

· Climate change XXXXXXXXX (All students raised hands).   Prioritize dealing with it--25 years will be too late.

· Protecting water quality. Deteriorating water quality from ag runoff XX

· Bike routes are not safe: too much traffic XX

· Teachers don’t stay at Dryden schools.  They use it as a stepping stone.

· Lack of diversity XX:   providing diverse housing choices would be a good start. 
· Don’t invest in just certain neighborhoods
· Balancing solar and ag XX

What projects should Dryden take on?

· Dryden has done a good job with solar and should add more.  Need to balance solar with ag land protection. XX
· Need better bus service and more/safer bike paths.   A person in Ellis Hollow said he was a mile from the bus stop.
· Need more community centers/youth centers/gathering places—have to go to Ithaca to hang out—It has a center. XXX  Too bad the Community Café closed.
· Need to develop the Village of Dryden:  restaurants, community center XX
· Encourage jobs, businesses
· Diverse housing  XX
· Reduce ag runoff & improve water quality

Take Away:   Important to include youth in planning.  “We will be here in 25 years.”
Truths
Everyone is concerned about climate change and would like the Town to play an active role in fighting it.
Dryden needs more venues for community/recreation activities/restaurants/hang outs, both indoor and outdoor.
Dryden needs better green transportation facilities:  bike routes, bus routes
Lack of cultural, ethnic diversity in Dryden is an issue to these students

Trends
Dryden needs more diverse housing choices to make it a more attractive place to live
Dryden needs more cultural, ethnic diversity, diverse jobs and diverse housing opportunities
Dryden needs good schools to make it a more attractive place to live
Village of Dryden needs more public venues, eg, restaurants, community spaces.
Unique Ideas
Current development in Dryden is spread out.  Keeps it a car centric place.  Discourages close knit community.   
Following is from the “messages” section of the ZOOM meeting.  These are from the student participants:

Elizabeth Joffrey

I said that a town should have good childcare options and activities for younger kids who aren't in school yet

Heidy Nydam

I don't think that my audio will function very well, but I think that one issue that is more Dryden specific and definitely a challenge that could be very hard to overcome is the lack of diversity. Dryden generally has a wide array of socioeconomic diversity but from a racial/ethnic standpoint there is limited diversity. This is cyclical and continues - limited diversity does not encourage diverse groups of people to move to Dryden or stay in Dryden. This could be helped by a wide array of available housing potentially.
Another aspect that I would like to see as time continues is how the amount of solar panels on what often used to be agricultural land impacts Dryden as a whole. How this impacts farmers and their livelihoods is a complex issue. Solar panels are definitely a good idea and something that Dryden has done a good job with but seeing this over time will be interesting.
Bay\dyn Milsein-Touesnard

Going off what Jimmy said, I think making roads more bike accessible in general is a good idea to encourage alternate modes of transportation because if it is easier to bike people may choose to bike instead of take a car. It won't solve climate change by any means but it would be at least a small step in the right direction and at the very least it would promote a more environmentally conscious lifestyle.
I think 25 years is a very long time and by the end of the 25 years climate change will likely be irreversible so climate justice projects should be a priority.

Jade Gordon

One more idea to reduce the pollution caused by cars is better public transport. I sort of live in the middle of nowhere in Ellis Hollow, so the bus comes very rarely, and the  stop closest to me is about a mile away. This makes it difficult for a lot of people to make use of the bus, so I think that if public transport was more accessible that could decrease car use and be a small way to combat climate change.
Rie Silfer

I definitely think we should work to make Dryden's roads more safe. I agree that making roads like Route 13 more bike-friendly will encourage more people to use alternative forms of transportation. I also think that our roads need to be more safe in general. Lots more people began walking, running, and biking on their roads. I live on Ferguson Road and my family does not feel very safe walking. The shoulders are narrow and people tend to drive fast. I think that paving the shoulders would make walking much safer, for people and their pets. Its not a major thing but I think that is important and would get more people to walk and bike around their homes.
Rie 

I think we should work to encourage new business growth around the main street of Dryden. Like Heidi said, the Dryden Cafe was a huge loss. I also know that many students at Dryden have to go to Ithaca to find jobs because Dryden does not have many businesses that employ teens. I also think that having more restaurants besides the diner would be a good way for people to come together (after COVID19).
I wasn't even aware that Dryden had a comprehensive plan! I'm glad to know that is something our town has and that I'm able to give my thoughts

Sorry I don't think my audio is even working now

Elizabeth Joffrey

Dryden could spend energy on attracting new businesses in order to create more activities and create new jobs opportunities. It could help create more a community feel and to increase diversity.

Manny

If Dryden wants to focus on attracting more people and business, a solution would be to construct areas for business in the "center" of Dryden instead of building outwards at the expense of agricultural areas. For example, building a few tall business buildings instead off several small buildings on the outer edges. This would allow more businesses to more into the area and attract more people

